COVERAGE OF MUAC SCREENING
Output indicator

Indicator Phrasing
English: % of children aged 6 – 59 months screened for MUAC by the trained volunteers
French: % d'enfants âgés de 6 à 59 mois ayant fait l'objet d'un dépistage du PB par les volontaires
formés
Portuguese: % de crianças com idades entre 6-59 meses triadas para o perímetro braquial (PB) pelos
voluntários treinados
Czech: % dětí ve věku 6-59 let, kterým vyškolení dobrovolníci zkontrolovali obvod horní části paže

What is its purpose?
The indicator measures the proportion of children screened in a given period by the trained volunteers
(or other responsible personnel) for the prevalence of acute malnutrition (by measuring their mid-upper
arm circumference, MUAC). The higher proportion of children is screened (and referred for treatment, if
required), the higher proportion of undernourished children the treatment programs can identify and
treat.

How to Collect and Analyse the Required Data
Determine the indicator's value by using the following methodology:

1) Collect from the responsible volunteers in all the target villages the number of children screened
during the last round of screening.

2) Divide the number by the total number of children aged 6 – 59 months living in the villages where
the screening took place. Multiply the result by 100.

3) The result is the percentage of children screened for MUAC.

Disaggregate by
Disaggregate the data by gender and speciﬁc vulnerable groups, such as minorities.

Important Comments
1) Use this indicator only if:
i) you have reliable and up-to-date statistics on the number of children aged 6-59.99 months living
in the area where your screening system operates
ii) the screening is done within a clearly deﬁned period that does not overlap with other screening
(i.e. there is a low risk of double counting)
iii) you trust the data provided by health volunteers who conduct screening (for example, your
supervisors randomly visit houses to check whether children were screened by volunteers)
Otherwise, you are likely to get unreliable data.

2) "Trained volunteer" means that the volunteer passed a knowledge and skills based performance test
on measuring MUAC (i.e. is able to measure and record MUAC correctly).

3) This indicator relies on accurate age assessment. Since people often do not remember the exact
dates of their children’s birth, the data collectors should always verify the child’s age. This can be
done by reviewing the child’s birth certiﬁcate, vaccination card or another document; however, since
many caregivers do not have such documents (and since they can include mistakes), it is essential that
your data collectors are able to verify the child’s age by using local events calendars. Read
FAO’s Guidelines (see below) to learn how to prepare local events calendars and how to train data
collectors in their correct use.

Access Additional Guidance
- FAO (2008) Guidelines for Estimating the Month and Year of Birth of Young Children
- Global Nutrition Cluster
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